


























































 

 
To preserve, enhance, restore, and conserve Vermont's natural resources, and protect human health, for the benefit of this and future generations. 

Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation                 
Watershed Management Division                                                                      
1 National Life Drive, Main 2       
Montpelier, VT  05620-3522                 Agency of Natural Resources 

 
Kyle Hanson          April 14, 2026 
Deputy Zoning Administrator 
Town of Stowe, VT 
khanson@stowevt.org  
  
  
Subject: Outbound Stowe Review 
 
Dear Kyle Hanson, 
 
Thank you for sending the Development Application on March 19, 2026, for the seasonal 
installation of an assembly tent and additional cook tent at 876 Mountain Road, Stowe, VT. 
According to the effective Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for the Town of Stowe (map panel 
500066 0077E, revised on August 4, 2005) the project is within the Special Flood Hazard Area 
(SFHA), Zone AE, of the West Branch Little River. I offer comments on the project in relation to 
the Town of Stowe Zoning Regulations and the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 
 
The application proposes seasonal (May 18, 2026, to November 2, 2026) event tents on the 
back field of the parcel. The assembly tent is 60’ X 70’ with an additional 20’ x 20’ cook tent. 
The proposed location is near the Floodway; the Town should ensure the tents are erected in 
the proposed location and do not encroach into the boundary of the Floodway. 
 
The proposed development is temporary and would not constitute a Substantial Improvement 
nor require the same standards as a permanent structure pertaining to flood hazard 
regulations. The Town should document that the standards for “all development” found in 
section 7.7(2)(A) of the Stowe Zoning Regulations are met in the permit application file. 
Consider how the tents, cooking equipment, bathroom trailers, and electrical components will 
be anchored down and protected in the event of a flood. The approximate base flood elevation 
at this site is 716 feet NAVD88. Looking at the “Flood Hazard markup” document submitted 
with the application, the drawn SFHA boundary does not extend to the 716’ contour line. I 
have included the markup map below with a blue line indicating the 716’ contour. If other 
items/structures are proposed on the back field and located at 716’ or lower, they would also 
require flood hazard review. 
 
These comments are offered in support of the Town of Stowe through Section 7 of the Stowe 
Flood Hazard District Regulations and 24 VSA §4424. Where the Town has additional, or more 
stringent standards, those standards apply. As always, other State, Federal or local permits 
may be required for this project. 
 
Please let me know if you, or the applicant, have any questions. 
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Sincerely, 

 
Alexis Nevins 
River Corridor and Floodplain Manager 
Alexis.Nevins@vermont.gov  
(802) 480-1687 
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