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Meeting Overview
1. Introductions
2. Overview of Property
3. Deed Restrictions
4. Conservation Easement
5. Management Plan
6. Easement Renewal 

Process
7. Recreational Needs & 

Constraints



Mayo 
Farm

Fields A-L 

Property owned by the 
Town of Stowe (~235 acres)

Stowe Land Trust holds a 
conservation easement on 

the property.  







Underlying Deed 
Restrictions

Conservation Easement Mayo Farm Management 
Plan





Conservation 
Easement

A voluntary legal agreement that protects 
land by limiting certain types of 
development and use.  The land is still 
privately owned, but the easement ensures 
it’s protected.

On March 5, 2002, majority Town voters 
approved authorizing the Selectboard to 
enter Mayo Farm into a conservation 
easement.

The Mayo Farm conservation easement is 
not in perpetuity yet has a 25-year term 
which automatically renews unless certain 
actions are taken. 



• Prepared by the Conservation 
Commission and adopted by the 
Selectboard.  

• Provides a framework of how the 
conservation values can be 
maintained and managed with other 
uses.  

• The management plan must comply 
with the terms of the conservation 
easement.

• A living document; can be amended 
anytime through a public process. 



Conservation 
Easement

End of Term 
Provisions

The easement will automatically renew under the same terms 
and conditions unless the Town acts to preclude its renewal.  

During this time, the Town may decide to terminate the 
easement, modify the easement, or allow it to renew 
automatically.  

Should the Town decide to terminate or modify the easement, 
the Town must engage in a “warned public hearing process” 
that must begin two years prior to the expiration of the 
conservation easement.  

The public hearing process must examine the “grant’s 
relevance and support within the community.”

If a Conservation Commission exists at the time, the 
Commission will head the process.  





Recreation 
Zone 

Permitted Uses

• Community and public recreation events
• Construct and maintain storage sheds, 

safety shelters, sanitary facilities, etc. 
• Charge reasonable admission fees
• Construct and maintain unpaved and 

non-graveled parking areas
• Construct and maintain graveled parking 

areas (no more than 1 acre in size and no 
more than 5 acres total)

• Plus, additional allowed uses



Field J
~ 12 acres
Ag Lease

Field K
~19 acres
Ag Lease

Community
Garden

Polo 
Fields

~ 13 acres
Rec Zone – 

Existing Uses

The total land area of the three fields combined is 
approximately 72 acres, of which perhaps 50 acres are 

suitable for agricultural or recreational use.







Rec Zone Field 
Relocation

• Task Force created in 2017
• Studied Relocating Rec Zone
• Recommended further study of Fields D, E, J & K.



Wetlands Delineation (2025) 
Fields J & K



Discussion Items
What are our current and anticipated 
municipal recreational needs?

What are the primary issues with the 
existing location and characteristics of the 
Rec Zone?

What changes, if any, to the conservation 
easement should be considered?

What changes, if any, to the Management 
Plan should be considered? 

Others?  Next steps?
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