
 

 

Agenda Summary 
April 29, 2026 

 
Agenda Item No. B-2 
Stowe PFAS Drinking Water Response Plan – Project Update on Stowe Alternate Waterworks 
 
Summary: Public Works has advanced and will provide an updated presentation regarding the Stowe 
Drinking Water Response Plan with a focus on the Alternate Waterworks Project on the K2 Realty Site on 
Barrows Road. Attached is copy of the presentation document. In addition to an update for the Selectboard, 
the presentation is intended to be a Public Informational Meeting, with Notice letters sent to abutters and 
owners of existing private water supply wells within 3000’ of the site, in accordance with VTDEC 
Drinking Water Source Testing and Permitting requirements. The project requires numerous permits from 
various entities going forward, and this is intended to be an Introduction of the project to the Public before 
forthcoming permit applications. 
 
Town Plan Impact: Draft Town Plan.  
 
1) Page 131: “In September 2025 the Town entered into a purchase agreement with K2 Realty to 
purchase 26.5 acres of land on Barrows Road to develop a new municipal well and water treatment 
facility. The Town is presently conducting capacity testing, engineering, and permitting and has until July 
1, 2027 to close on the property”. 
 

2) Action Tasks-Municipal Utilities and Infrastructure, Page 163: “Identify and develop an 
alternative PFAS free public water source, Responsibility: DPW, Priority: BOLD Move” 

 
Fiscal and HR Impact: Significant financial and human resources have been expended for this effort. 
Financially through March 2026, $155,224 has been expended from the Water Fund for various 
consultants and service providers. Additional expenses to the FY26 Water Capital appropriation of 
250,000 is expected. The additional total estimated cost of $700,000 has been recently authorized for the 
work currently under construction associated with the temporary access and forthcoming source/well 
construction, testing and permitting. An additional $800K-$1.0M is anticipated soon for Final Design, 
Permitting, Bid/Contract Documents and Construction Phase professional services for the Water Treatment 
Plant and Distribution System Connection. An appropriation request for this effort is planned for the 
forthcoming FY27 Water Budget recommendations. The current Engineer’s Estimate for the proposed 
construction is $12M+/- but it must be stressed that these are based upon preliminary designs and subject 
to development and change. A potential Bond Vote for advancing construction can be anticipated in Fall 
2027 or Spring 2028. Human Resource impacts are currently estimated to be over 1000 person-hours since 
the signing of the Purchase and Sales Agreement. Advancing this project will require 1-2 FTE annually 
until completion.  
  
Recommendation: Public informational meeting. No action is required at this time.  
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 2019- Act 21- “An Act relating to the Regulation of 
polyfluoroalkyl substances in drinking and surface waters”. 
Public Water Systems required to test for PFAS.                         
PFOA (Teflon) detected in Village Green Waterworks, slightly 
above detection limit of 2.0ppt = 3.2 ppt but well below 
current EPA Guidelines of 70 ppt.

 2020-VT Water Rules revised to establish Maximum 
Containment Levels (MCL) for 5 types of PFAS including 
PFOA, with the Sum of 5 < 20.0 ppt. Stowe remains 
compliant and undertakes additional testing in attempt to 
identify source. Raw Water = 2.2 ppt. Finished Water = 3.4 ppt

 JUNE 14, 2022; “THE CALL” – Advised by VTDEC Drinking 
Water that EPA was planning to issue a Health Advisory the 
following day with PFOA and PFOS at 4.0 ppQ (parts per 
quadrillion). Also, Stowe had the largest Public Water Supply 
with detectible levels of PFAS.

HUMMMM-THAT IS VERY INTERESTING
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 March 2023- EPA proposes and then adopts National 
Primary Drinking Water Regulations establishing 
legally enforceable MCL’s for 6 types of PFAS 
including PFOA and PFOS @ 4.0ppt with compliance 
required by 2029.

 July 2024- VT Water Supply Rules revised to establish 
2023 EPA Maximum Containment Levels (MCL) for 6 
types of PFAS including PFOA @ 4.0ppt, but with 
expedited compliance requirements by 2027.

 April 2025- EPA revises National Primary Drinking 
Water Regulations maintaining MCL’s of 4.0ppt for 
both PFOA and PFOS, suspends MCL’s for other 4 
types of PFAS. Extends compliance dates to 2031.

 January 2026- VT Water Supply Rules revised to 
comply with 2025 EPA Regulations. Increased 
sampling and testing required for all Public Water 
Systems with detectible PFAS.
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